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Book of Kells in Finnegans Wake
Dai Congrong
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Abstract: James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake is not only the father of post-modern
literature, but also demonstrates the medieval poetics which makes it possible to
overstep the limit of modernism. Among those texts in Middle Ages, Book of Kells is
the key to understant the medieval potics in Finnegans Wake. The religious material in
Book of Kells leads Joyce to reconsider the Original Sin and the destity of mankind
from the religious perspective; the richness, complication, variation of the paintings in
Book of Kells inspires the rich style and the poetics of sublime in Finnegans Wake.
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